
The European Technical Safety Organisation Network is gathering the TSOs that wish to share more activities, to realize decisive activities  
with a strong commitment, and to launch new activities.

Status of the TSOs

The TSOs are public or private non profit organisations with no stockholders. They perform safety assessments with a global regulatory  
vision, on a regular basis and with a broad scope. They support their national nuclear regulatory authorities in their field of competence:  
nuclear safety, waste management, and/or radiation protection. They develop and maintain a high level of competence of their staff.

Working methods

The TSO have a value charter: honesty, impartiality, pro-activity and initiative, consistency in the safety approach, respect for all  
stakeholders. They are able to form and express their technical judgment independently from external interest. They maintain a R&D  
programme allowing the development of new knowledge and techniques in support of their missions. The code of ethics of the TSOs  
includes: delivery of services to a domestic or a foreign licensee in full transparency with respect to the licensee’s nuclear safety authority,  
and demonstration that conflicts of interest are avoided.

FROM NOVEMBER 2008, ETSON IS COMPOSED OF Bel V (Belgium), GRS (Germany), IRSN (France), UJV (Czech republic) 
and VTT (Finland).

The ETSON current activities are:

In the field of safety evaluation and expertise

    Help each other for independent safety expertise,

    Elaborate documents like guides for safety assessements,

    Develop an operating experience feedback organisation,

    Develop a junior staff programme, 

    Launch a nuclear safety training institute.

In the field of Research for safety and radiation protection

    Develop a strategy for European research programmes.

The role of TSOs is increasingly recognised. For example, 
some conclusions of the IAEA International Conference on 
The Challenges Faced by Technical and Scientific Support  
Organisations in Enhancing Nuclear Safety  April 23-27 2007 :

    TSOs play an important role in the safe use of nuclear energy,

    TSOs must address a number of issues, including:  
 Maintaining a sound knowledge base and infrastructure,  
   Keeping their independence of judgment.

    Securing adequate resources, 

    It is important to facilitate networking by TSOs.
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The attendees and the lecturers of the first ETSON-JSP summer course.


